YOUR PPR EXAM
Pedagogy and Professional Responsibilities Exam

Hi,
I’m Michael Moretta.

Pedagogy (n.)
Simply, the method, and practice, of teaching

Why am I taking this exam?
✓Required by the Texas Education Agency to be completed by all
Certified Teachers
✓Tests on the theory of various aspects of teaching instead of content on
a particular subject area
✓You will take the exam after you’ve been hired and are teaching on an
Intern Certificate

“The ppr exam is designed to assess whether a
test taker has the requisite knowledge and skills
that an entry-level educator in this field in
Texas public schools must possess.”
- TEXAS EDUCATION AGENCY

What to expect

~ 2.5 Hours

90 Questions

Scale of 100-300

93% Pass Rate

You will receive 5 hours
to take the exam

10 field test questions
80 questions (Distributed

You need at least
240 points to pass

Prepare, and
don’t stress too much.

across the 13 competencies)

Sunshine, Lollipops
& Rainbows!

REALITY vs THE TEST
• DO NOT COMPARE TO YOUR CURRENT SCHOOL
• THINK HIGH-RANKING SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS
• REMEMBER WHEN YOU SET UP YOUR CLASSROOM BEFORE STUDENTS ARRIVED?

THINK
• NOT THE NORM
• NOT REALITY
• ALL THEORITICAL
• NOT VERY PRACTICAL
• THINK ACADEMIC EXCELENCE AS YOU WOULD IN A COLLEGE SETTING

Four Domains of the PPR Test
Domain 1

Domain 2

Domain 3

Domain 4

Designing Instruction

Creating a Positive,

Implementing Effective,

Implementing Effective,

and Assessment to

Productive Classroom

Responsive Instruction

Responsive Instruction

Promote Student

Environment

and Assessment

and Assessment

Learning

DOMAIN I :
Designing Instruction and Assessment
34 Selected Questions
31% of the Exam
Broken into 4 Competencies
Child Development
Stages of Play Development
Stage of Social Development
Teaching Diverse Students
Major Categories of Disabilities
Assistive Technology

Planning Instruction and Assessment
Learning Goal Vs. Learning Objective
Type of Assessments
Learning Processes and Factors
Learning Theories (EX. Behaviorism, Constructivism etc.)
Activating Prior Knowledge

Constructivist Theory
• The main theory this test is about
• Students are the main driving force of the educational process
• Students are responsible for their education
• Students know what’s best (I know right?!)
• Let’s discuss how this looks on the test

DOMAIN I :
Practice Questions

DOMAIN II :
Creating a Positive, Productive Classroom Environment
13 Selected-Response Questions
15% of the Exam
2 Competencies
The Positive Classroom
Classroom that Feels Safe, Comfortable and Healthy Environment for Students to Make Mistakes
Creating a Culture of High Expectations Where Students Always Feel that They are Capable of Learning
Classroom Management
Behavior Theories (Interventionist vs. Interactionist)
Classroom Routines

DOMAIN II :
Practice Question

DOMAIN III : Implementing
Effective, Responsive Instruction & Assessment
33 Selected-Response Questions
31% of the Exam
4 Competencies
Effective Communication
Wait Time
Skilled Questioning
Teaching Skills to Students
Motivational Strategies
General Information on English Language Learners

Using Technology
Technology Basics
Appropriate Use of Technology (Privacy Policy, Social Media with Students
Assessment
Effective Feedback
Teaching Self-Assessment Skills

DOMAIN III:
Practice Question

ESL/ELL:
Essential to the Exam
1 out of 5 questions are on ESL/ELL

ELL Question #1

ANSWER: C
Because using pre-taught sentence stems is at
the appropriate level for the intermediate EL
learner

ELL Question #2

ANSWER: A
As this helps students be able to assess their
own knowledge of the new vocabulary and
allows teachers to see their comfort level

ELL Question #3

ANSWER: C
As most advanced English Language Learners
(ELL) are able to comprehend plot, facts and
supporting details as was evidenced with this
student

DOMAIN IV : Fulfilling Professional
Roles & Responsibilities
20 Selected-Response Questions
23% of the Exam
3 Competencies
Family Involvement
Conducting Effective Conferences
Appropriate Times To Contact Parents
Effective Collaboration and Improving as a Teacher
Reflection and Self-Assessment
Roles and Responsibilities of District-Level Professionals
Legal Basics
Teachers Advocating for Profession
Duty to Report ( Child Abuse )

Parents Roles are
Very Important
Imperative to View Parents as Partners

When should we contact the parents?

DOMAIN IV :
Practice Question

USE COMMON SENSE

Scenario Style Questions
Cluster Question Items

Teacher Decision Sets

A few questions

A series of questions following the

connected to the same

same scenario across multiple

scenario.

stages.

Teacher Decision Set

Questions

Usually a set of 5-6 Questions
Sometimes there are 2 parts to the section

Test Taking Tips
✓Answer ALL questions; if needed make an educated guess
✓Read carefully to determine what actions the teacher and student are
taking
✓You are selecting the BEST answer
✓Accept that the BEST answer is TRUE in the real situation
✓DO NOT relate situations on the test to procedures required on your
campus
✓Always think to yourself: If you worked in an ideal educational
environment what would be the best practice?

ACADEMIC LANGUAGE
• The better is sounds the more you like it

• Remember to look at grade level

• Note the hand out we will review

• You will miss two or three becuase you liked the
answer but it was not age appropriate

• Look at these terms as ones to know as it
comes down to two you will decide between

APPROACHING PPR QUESTIONS
✓ Look for key items in each question: Action Verbs
✓ Target student’s age, grade, ESL level,
✓ Focus on what the teacher is doing to promote a nurturing atmosphere, promote learning,
differentiate, and intervene
✓ Most questions have two positive answer choices
✓ When selecting an answer, consider:
✓ Is it a good thing for a teacher to do?
✓ Does it address the question?
✓ Is it appropriate for subject’s age, ELL level, etc.?

Red Flags
DO NOT select an answer that would
• Punish or humiliate a student
• Exclude students with a disability from general education activities
• Expect to “fix” the problem
• Encourage students to avoid challenging tasks

• Indicate teachers can “fix” parents
• Focus on the teacher’s needs

Terminology

Academic Language and How it Intersects with
the PPR Exam
CONSTRUCTIVIST MODELS
• The underlying concept within the constructivism learning theory is the role which
experiences-or connections with the adjoining atmosphere-play in student education. The
constructivism learning theory argues that people produce knowledge and form meaning
based upon their experiences.
INTERDISCIPLINARY LEARNING
• Interdisciplinary learning, sometimes known as interdisciplinary studies, is a planned approach
promotes the development and application of what has been taught and learned in new and
different ways.
PBIS/PCBS- Positive Behavior Intervention Systems/Positive Classroom Behavioral Supports
• Refers to positive and proactive classroom management support for all students. This includes
effectively teaching an evidence-based core curriculum and establishing, teaching, and
reinforcing positive behavioral expectations.

Academic Language and How it Intersects with
the PPR Exam
FORMAL ASSESSMENT
• Formal assessments are systematic, preplanned tests that allow us to measure how well a
student has mastered learning outcomes. The goal of formal assessment is to measure the
amount of knowledge that students have retained from what they were taught. Formal
assessments are typically standardized, scored, and used to compare students. They are
usually the assessments used to determine a student's grade in a course. Examples of formal
assessments include quizzes, assignments, and projects.
NORMATIVE ASSESSMENT
• The term normative assessment refers to the process of comparing one test-taker to his or
her peers. Norm-referenced assessment can be contrasted with criterion-referenced
assessment and ipsative assessment. You usually hear the term normative group, or norm
group, in discussions of tests and measures. It refers to the sample of test-takers who are
representative of the population for whom the test is intended

Academic Language and How it Intersects with
the PPR Exam
RUBRIC
• In education terminology, rubric means "a scoring guide used to evaluate the quality of students'
constructed responses." A scoring rubric is an attempt to communicate expectations of quality
around a task. In many cases, scoring rubrics are used to delineate consistent criteria for grading.
For example, a rubric for an essay might tell students that their work will be judged on purpose,
organization, details, voice, and mechanics. A good rubric also describes levels of quality for
each of the criteria.
BLOOM’S TAXONOMY
• Bloom's taxonomy was developed to provide a common language for teachers to discuss and
exchange learning and assessment methods. The goal of an educator using Bloom's taxonomy is
to encourage higher-order thought in their students by building up from lower-level cognitive
skills. Taxonomies are classification systems based on an organizational scheme. In this instance,
a set of carefully defined terms, organized from simple to complex and from concrete to
abstract, provide a framework of categories into which one may classify educational goals.

Academic Language and How it Intersects with
the PPR Exam
DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION
• Differentiation means tailoring instruction to meet individual needs. Whether teachers
differentiate content, process, products, or the learning environment, the use of ongoing
assessment and flexible grouping makes this a successful approach to instruction. Examples
of differentiating content at the elementary level include the following:
1. Using reading materials at varying readability levels
2. Putting text materials on tape
3. Using spelling or vocabulary lists at readiness levels of students
4. Presenting ideas through both auditory and visual means
5. Using reading buddies

Academic Language and How it Intersects with
the PPR Exam
Response to Intervention (RTI)
• A framework for implementing proactive data-driven decision making. It provides teachers
with better, more timely information about students to improve student learning and
performance. There are three tiers of intervention after students are assessed and thus
categorized:
• Tier 1 – Level of instruction found in general education classrooms.
• Tier 2 – More deliberate, direct and explicit in how students are taught and how feedback
is modeled, and details provided.
• Tier 3 – Intensive instruction, including the introduction of a specialist with specific
expertise to weigh in on the situation.

Academic Language and How it Intersects with
the PPR Exam
CURRICULUM ALIGNMENT
• In the context of education, alignment can be broadly defined as the degree to which the
components of an education system—such as standards, curricula, assessments, and
instruction—work together to achieve desired goals Authentic assessment is aligned with the
curriculum. When assessment is aligned with instruction, both students and teachers benefit.
Students are more likely to learn because instruction is focused and because they are assessed on
what they are taught.
SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
• Scope refers to the breadth and depth of content and skills to be covered. Sequence refers to
how these skills and content are ordered and presented to learners over time.

Academic Language and How it Intersects with
the PPR Exam
STUDENT PROGRESS CHARTS ADRESSING NEEDS AND PERSONAL GOALS
• Data is one of the most powerful tools to inform, engage, and create opportunities for
students along their education journey—and it is much more than test scores. Data helps us
make connections that lead to insights and improvements. Data drives instruction!! Students
need to see their own data and make decisions on where they need to improve and where
they are competent.
SCAFFOLDING
• In education, scaffolding refers to a variety of instructional techniques used to move
students progressively toward stronger understanding and, ultimately, greater independence
in the learning process. In early childhood education, scaffolding can be implemented in
many ways. For example: If a child knows how to draw a straight vertical line, you can then
show them how to draw a straight horizontal line. Once those two skills are mastered, they
can put it together to draw a square.

Academic Language and How it Intersects with
the PPR Exam
UNDERSTANDING THE PROCESS OF COLLABORATION AND PLCs

• A professional learning community, or PLC, is a group of educators that meets regularly,
shares expertise, and works collaboratively to improve teaching skills and the academic
performance of students

Practice PPR
Review Exam

Email MichaelM@texasteachers.org with additional questions.
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Pedagogy and Professional Responsibilities EC-12
90 Questions
Directions: Each of the questions or incomplete statements below is followed by four suggested answers or
completions. Select the one that is best in each case and then fill in the coJTesponding lettered space on the answer
sheet with a heavy, dark mark so that you cannot see the letter.

3. At the end of each grading period, Ms. Wu, an
elementary school teacher, has students review
their academic portfolios, which include a
variety of assignments from all content areas.
For each content area, she asks students to
identify in their work one specific strength and
one area that needs improvement. In using the
strategy, Ms. Wu is primarily helping students
develop which of the following?

1. A middle school science teacher notices that a
student's grades are a little lower than usual
since the class began a chemistry unit. To best
facilitate communication with the student's
parents, the teacher should
(A) encourage the student to discuss the issue
with the parents.
(B)

wait for the parents to initiate contact
about a concern.

(C)

include a note to the parents in the next
progress report.

(A) Interpersonal skills
(B) Goal-setting skills
(C) Organizational skills

(D) call the parents as soon as possible
regarding the matter.

(D) Problem-solving skills

4. A teacher is interested in learning more about
meeting the needs of gifted students. The district
the teacher works in is not currently offering any
new classes on the topic. Which of the following
will best address the teacher's
professional-development needs?

2. In Texas, annual teacher appraisals are
performed primarily to determine
(A) a teacher's salary for the next school year.
(B)

potential areas for a teacher's professional
development.

(C)

the type of contract a teacher will be
offered.

(A) The state department of education

(D)

whether a teacher exhibits leadership
potential.

(C) The school district's board of trustees

(B) The superintendent's office

(D) The nearest regional education service
center

Unauthorized copying or reuse of
any part of this page is illegal.
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7. Ms. Stein and Mr. Regan team leach. Ms. Stein
has been out on extended medical leave, and a
substitute has been filling in for her. Parents
have become concerned about the length
of time the students have been taught by
the substitute. To best respond to the parents'
concerns, Mr. Regan should

5. During a teacher-directed lesson, a student is
unconsciously tapping a pencil, distracting
several nearby students. To most effectively
address the situation with minimal dismption
to the lesson, the teacher should
(A)

speak loudly to be heard above the sound
of the tapping.

(B)

pause the lesson and ask the student to
stop tapping.

(C)

make eye contact and signal the student
to stop.

(A) reassure parents that the students are
continuing to receive high-quality
instruction.
(B) explain to parents that the staff as a whole
is healthy and that they can provide
support to the substitute together.

(D) walk over and take the student's pencil.

(C)

(D) ask the principal to write a letter to parents
clarifying Ms. Stein's condition and
specific leave details.

6. Elementary school students use Web sites to
research open-ended questions about the
environment. The most beneficial reason for
students to use technology rather than printed
resources for this type of research is that
technology allows students to
(A)

assist each other in reading scientific terms
about the environment.

(B)

employ more reliable resources than
printed texts can offer.

(C)

access the most current environmental
information available.

(D)

learn about the environment in
age-appropriate language.

convey to parents and students the nature
of Ms. Stein's medical condition.

8. To ensure that an end-of-unit assessment
accurately measures what first-grade students
have learned, a teacher should include which of
the following in the assessment process?
(A)

Opportunities for students to compare their
scores to the scores of other students in the
class

(B)

Guides for students to implement
goal-setting strategies

(C)

A preview of concepts and materials for
the upcoming unit

(D) A variety of ways for students to show
their understanding

Unauthorized copying or reuse of
any part of this page is illegal.
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9. At lhe beginning of the school year, an
elementary school teacher wants to establish
clear school procedures. To best achieve the
goal, the teacher should have students

I I. A teacher is planning a lesson that integrates the
use of the Internet at school, but some students
do not have parental permission to access the
Internet. Which of the following should the
teacher do to best accommodate the students?

(A) practice the school procedures.
(B)

(AJ Open the Internet page for the students so
they can read along with the rest of the
class

create a personal copy of the school
procedures.

(CJ memorize the school procedures.

(BJ Allow the students to practice computer
skills by using other computer programs
without accessing the Internet

(DJ write about the importance of school
procedures.

(C)
I0. A first-grade class will be using independent
workstations. The primary purpose of the
stations is to create an environment in which
students select projects to work on, complete
their projects, and share what they have learned.
Even though the teacher has planned what the
students will do at the stations, some students
are still unsure of what to do. Which of the
following actions would best help the students
understand how to use the workstations to
become independent learners?

Persuade parents to change their decision
and give permission for their children to
use the Internet at school

(D) Provide an alternative activity for the
students that covers the same material the
class is learning

(AJ Posting student-performance criteria for
the station projects
(B) Having student volunteers role-play how
to work in the stations

(CJ Listing expected student behavior for
working in the stations
(D) Developing a rubric for students to use in
assessing the quality of the projects

Unauthorized copying or reuse of
any part of this page is Illegal.
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Use the information below to answer the questions that follow.
Ms. Knight has her fourth-grade students research a Texas revolutionary hero and create a multimedia
presentation about the hero's life. Before the students begin their research, Ms. Knight shows the students a
grading rubric detailing the criteria she will use to assess the project.

13. Presenting the rubric before students begin their
research is most helpful to students because it

12. Using a rubric to assess the multimedia
presentation is most beneficial to students
because it
(A)

describes the quality of student work that
is expected.

(B)

organizes the materials needed to prepare
for the presentation.

(C)

encourages a subjective evaluation of the
students' work.

(D)

gives the students a choice of the grade
they want to earn.

Unauthorized copying or reuse of
any part of this page is illegal.

(A)

enables the students to express creatively
what they learn in preparing their
presentations.

(B)

helps the students decide in what order
daily tasks should be done to complete
the project.

(C)

encourages the students to ask questions
and think about their own work.

(D) supports the students as they compare their
work to that of their peers.
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14. A kindergarten teacher is beginning a new unit on
rocks. As an introduction to the unit, which of the
following instructional strategies best facilitates
students' learning through active play?
(A)

Providing students with a variety of rocks
for sensory discovery and then discussing
their findings

(B)

Reading a book to students about rocks
and discussing students' prior knowledge
about rocks

(C)

Presenting a short puppet show to the
students in which the puppets talk about
the difference between sedimentary and
metamorphic rocks

16. Many of Mr. Reiner's seventh-grade math
students did not complete a homework
assignment. Students complain to Mr. Reiner
that once they were home they did not
understand the problems they were assigned. To
best address the students' needs, which of the
following should be Mr. Reiner's first step?

(C)

(D)

(B)

Reteaching concepts that challenge
students, by reviewing examples

(C)

Assuring students that homework
assignments relate to concepts taught
in class

17. At the conclusion of a parent-teacher conference
about Bobbie, the teacher and parents agree
on a way to monitor how well she is doing
on her behavior contract, which was written
to reinforce appropriate behaviors at school.
By agreeing to and following the procedure,
the teacher and the parents demonstrate
an understanding that

15. A middle school reading teacher wants to help
English-language learners who are at the
intermediate level of language proficiency in
speaking to accelerate their ability to correctly
use English syntax. To best achieve the goal, the
teacher should have students

(B)

Applying consequences to those who
did not turn in homework

(D) Providing opportunities for students to
self-assess, by offering progress charts

(D) Showing students a poster of various types
of rocks and then discussing the poster
with the class

(A)

(A)

use the spelling and grammar tool in a
word-processing program when
preparing notes for an oral presentation.

(A)

listen to recorded versions of class lectures
that specifically model complex sentence
structures.

behavior contracts are the most effective
means of building family support for a
student.

(B)

practice using pretaught sentence stems
with simple sentence structures and
tenses during collaborative activities.

communication on a daily basis is a
critical part of a successful behavior
contract.

(C)

purposeful family involvement in a
student's education helps to promote
positive behaviors.

practice identifying sentences from
familiar texts that exemplify complex
grammar structures.

Unauthorized copying or reuse of
any part of this page is illegal.
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of the goals.
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19. Mr. Richard's seventh-grade class will be
assigned a long-term research project. Students
are required to complete and submit the project
in stages. Which of the following strategies
would best support the students in completing
each stage of the project in a timely manner?

18. A teacher gives the class an assignment and
describes the proper procedures for gathering the
necessary supplies and for returning the supplies
to their proper place after using them. A primary
purpose of describing the procedures is to
(A) establish high expectations for the
students.

(A)

(Bl develop students' higher-order thinking
skills.

Detailing instructions on separate pieces of
paper for each stage

(B)

Conducting unannounced checks of
students' progress periodically

(C)

Providing examples for how each stage
should appear on completion

(0)

Establishing guidelines for each stage with
completion dates

(C) promote students' organizational skills.
(D)

provide opportunities for student
socialization.

Unauthorized copying or reuse of
any part of this page is illegal.
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DECISION SET BEGINS HERE
Use the pieces of information below to answer the questions that follow. The pieces of information build on one
another to create a hypothetical scenario, and the questions ask you to make appropriate decisions given the
situation described.
PART I
Mr. Canales examines the following student data noting the number of correct items from a diagnostic reading
benchmark. After reading the data, Mr. Canales plans to meet with each student to help create their individual
reading goals.
READING BENCHMARK DATA
Comprehension

Literary

(13 items)

High-Order Th.inking Sldlls

Wore!

(13 items)

Elements

Study

(8 items)

(8 items)

TOTAL
(42
Items)

Alyssa

13

8

7

12

40

Andre

12

7

6

11

Bryce

10

7

7

JO

36
34

Collin

9

6

6

7

28

Darcy

11

8

6

I()

35

21. The statistical measurement that will best help
Mr. Canales identify the needs of his entire class
is the

20. To best help students use the data to set personal
reading goals, Mr. Canales should have them
base their goals on
(A)

their performance on the benchmark in
reading and other content areas.

(A)

mode of the total number of items
answered correctly.

(B)

how they performed on the reading
benchmark the previous year.

(B)

median of the percent of total items
answered correctly.

(C)

how other students in the class are
performing on the benchmark.

(C)

mean of the percent correct for each
objective.

(D)

their strengths and weaknesses shown in
the benchmark.

(D)

range of the objective totals for the class.

Unauthorized copying or reuse of
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22. After analyzing the data, Mr. Canales' most
appropriate next step is to
(A)

choose practice material for
future benchmarks.

(B)

create flexible-learning groups based
on benchmark scores.

(C)

increase higher-order thinking activities.

(D)

integrate other academic areas
with reading activities.

Unauthorized copying or reuse of
any part of this page Is illegal.
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PART2
The following dialogue occurs between Mr. Canales and a parent while discussing the benchmark data at a
parent-teacher conference.
Mr. Canales: Thanks for corning, Ms. Williams. Collin told me that he scored three goals at his soccer game last
night.
Ms. Williams: Yes, I am very proud of him. Did Collin take the state standardized reading test already?
Mr. Canales: No, it was a test created by the district.
Ms. Williams: How do these tests help him?
Mr. Canales: Teachers are able to analyze the data from these tests, along with other information gathered about
students, to plan appropriate instruction. I think this is a good time to discuss Collin's reading skills
by looking at this test and other information I have collected. Collin reads very fluently and with great
expression. He really shines when we perform readers' theatre. Based on the test results, it looks like
we need to focus on improving his skills in reading comprehension and higher-order thinking. (Mr.
Canales and Ms. Williams continue to discuss Collin'., reading skills.)
M,: Canales: Do you have any additional questions or concerns?
Ms. Williams: I looked into getting a tutor to help Collin with reading, but he did not want to go by himself. Can
you give me a list of other students who could use extra help with reading?

23. In the conversation, Mr. Canales best
demonstrates an understanding of the
importance of developing rapport with
parents by doing which of the following?
(A)
(B)

(C)

24. The reading benchmark described in the
dialogue is most accurately portraying which of
the following types of assessments?
(A) Norm-referenced

Discussing Collin's personal activities and
individual contributions to the class

(B) Performance-based
(C) Criterion-referenced

Answering Ms. Williams' questions with
language formally used in the
educational field

(D) Baseline

Refraining from discussing specific
educational weaknesses in Collin's
reading

(D) Suggesting outside tutoring for Collin to
be more successful in reading

Unauthorized copying or reuse of
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25. The most appropriate response from Mr. Canales
to Ms. William's final question about tutoring is
for him to make which of the following
statements?
(A)

"Collin can tell you who else needs
assistance during reading, and the office
staff can give you their contact

(B)

"If you give me the tutor's information, I
can share it with parents who express
interest in tutoring as I conference with

information."

lhem."

(C)

"The child of the next parents I am
meeting with may be interested, so you
can stay to share the tutor's information
with them."

(D)

"Collin is receiving all the help he needs
to advance his reading skills in my class,
so you will not require the tutor's
information."

DECISION SET ENDS HERE
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28. An eighth-grade science teacher is currently
planning a research project where students will be
working in groups over a span of three weeks.
When the teacher is organizing the groups,
which of the following actions will best foster a
successful collaboration among group members?

26. A middle school math teacher begins a lesson
by asking students to find the area of a certain
shape. The teacher then directs the students to
draw the same shape twice as large as the first
and find the area of the larger one. In closing the
lesson, the teacher asks the students what
happens to the area when the size is doubled.
The structure of the lesson best demonstrates the
teacher's understanding of which of the following
learning theories?
(A) Operant conditioning
(B) Interdisciplinary learning
(C) Constructivist
(D) Gestalt

(A)

Allowing students autonomy in forming
the groups and in choosing the number of
group members

(B)

Reminding each group that all members
will receive the same project grade

(C)

Asking each group to draft a work plan
that includes responsibilities to review
with the teacher

(D) Limiting teacher involvement until the
project is complete or unless the group
asks for help
27. A high school teacher's goal is to scaffold
reading of nonfiction texts for English-language
learners who are at the beginning level of
English-language proficiency in reading. To best
achieve the goal, the teacher should provide
which of the following scaffolds for the
students?
(A)

Blank graphic organizers to categorize
ideas when reading

(B)

Adapted texts that will reduce the amount
of reading

29. Mr. Larson is an eleventh-grade English teacher
whose class includes students at various levels of
English-language proficiency. Before teaching
new vocabulary, Mr. Larson gives students a
survey in which they evaluate their current level
of understanding of a list of content-based
vocabulary. For each word, they must decide if
they lack familiarity with it, understand it, or are
able to explain it to others. The primary benefit of
this method of instruction is that it encourages the
students to

(C) Sentence stems for note-taking and

summarizing afterreading
(D)

(A) assess their own knowledge.

Glossaries that list key terms found in the
reading text

(B) create mental analogies.
(C) use decision-making skills.
(D) employ nonverbal cues.
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30. When conducting research using Web sites,
students should first evaluate the source to
(A)

ensure that the information is frequently
updated.

(B)

determine that it provides an in-depth
overview of information.

(C)

ensure that the information is age
appropriate.

Use the dialogue between a teacher and a student
to answer the question that follows.
Mr. Debolt: What is the area of the three
rectangles on the graph paper, Joan?
Joan: They all have the same area. It is 16.
M,: Debolt: What do you notice about the
perimeters of the three rectangles?
Joan: They are all different.

(D) determine the validity of the information.

M,: Debolt: Why do you think that is, Joan?
31. The primary purpose of Mr. Debolt's
questioning strategy is to promote Joan's
ability to
(A) work independently.
(B) interact with her peers.
(C) express a challenge.

(D) extend her knowledge.
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Use the passage below to answer the questions that follow.
Ms. Solano, a fifth-grade science teacher, reviews laboratory safety with students. When introducing the
assignment, Ms. Solano shows exemplar posters created by students from previous school years and has them
discuss what makes the posters effective. She then asks students to create posters to demonstrate their
understanding of safe laboratory practices. After the posters are completed, Ms. Solano displays them on the
classroom wall.

32. For the posters, Ms. Solano can best promote
students' ability to use self-assessment by
including which of the following?

33. To most appropriately comply with national
and state ethical and legal guidelines, before
hanging the students' posters, Ms. Solano should

(A)

Requiring students to revise their posters
based on teacher feedback

(A)

receive students' consent to hang the
posters.

(B)

Providing students with a rubric to refer to
while creating their posters

(B)

replace students' names with identification
numbers on the posters.

(C)

Allowing students to assign themselves a
grade for their poster based on their own
criteria

(C)

obtain parents' permission to hang the
posters.

(D) omit students' grades from the posters.

(D) Encouraging students to critique others'
posters and offer suggestions for
improvement
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THANK YOU!

Email MichaelM@texasteachers.org with additional questions.

